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THE WORLD BEFORE THE FLOOD. 

CHAPTER I. 

HOW THE WORLD WAS MADE. 

All little ones, I think, love stories ; at least, I 
never knew a little boy or girl who did not : and 
now if you will be very good and attentive I will 
tell you some that are both wonderful and true. 
Is it quite, quite true ? you often say, I know, 
when some one tells you a good- story ; and if 
the answer be 'yes,' then you like it all the 
better. Well, then, be very quiet and still, and 
I will try and tell you some beautiful stories 
which are quite true, and which I hope you will 
never forget. - 
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I dp not know whether you will like the first 
one as well as some of the others ; but we 
must begin at the beginning, you know, and 
take everything in its proper place, though this 
story is to be about such great and wonderful 
things that perhaps your young mind may feel 
too little to hold them. 

Do not you know what your mind is, my 
child? Why, your mind is something in you 
that makes you like to hear stories! Your 
pretty kitten does not care to listen to stories, 
does she ? Oh no ! If you hold her tight and 
try to talk to her, I dare say she will soon be 
cross, and struggle to get away, as if she would 
say, * Let me go ; I don*t care for all that 
talk. I cannot understand it one bit, and I 
think it is great stuff.* 

But you do not call nice stories all stuff, I am 
sure ; because, you see, you have got minds 
inside you ; and so you can think, and under- 
stand a great many more things than pussy can. 

Now suppose I were going to tell you the story 
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of some little boy's life, where should I begin ? 
I should begin when he was a baby, should not 
I ? Yes, when he was only a tiny baby. 

But I am not going to talk about any little 
boy, or 'girl either, to-day, but about something a 
great many million times larger — ^^I mean about 
this great world of ours, on which all little 
children are born, and on which we all live. 
And, you see, I shall have to begin when it was 
only our baby world ! 

You think that is a very funny idea, and you 
wonder how I should know anything about it 
Well, certainly, I only know what God has told 
me in His own Book, the Bible, which soon, I 
hope, you will be able to read. 

The Bible says that God made the world * in 
the beginning.* I think that was a long, long 
time ago ; but it was not our world then, so God 
does not tell us anything about it. But when 
my story begins, it was just going to be got 
ready for us ; and that is why I call it our baby 
world. 
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After all, perhaps some little people do not 
know at all what the world is. I can almost 
fancy that I hear some little fellow saying, 
* Me don't know what the world is, 'cause me 
never saw it. 'Splain about it, mother.' And 
then the mother says, 'Well, Georgie, FU try.' 

I like little Georgies who want to have things 
explained ; and in case there should be any here 
listening to me, or any other little boys or girls 
who want to say, * 'Splain it, please,' I am going 
to see what I can do for them. First, though, I 
must say to Georgie, ' Well, but, my dear, you 
never saw yourself.' 

I dare say Georgie would stare, and would 
stroke down his chest, and feel his arms and his 
legs, and perhaps poke out his two feet to show 
me, too. I can't help that. What I say is quite 
true ; for Georgie's arms and legs and feet are 
not himself : they are only bits of himself : he 
never saw die back of his own head, or his own 
ears, or hi^ own eyes. So Georgie never saw 
himself ; he has only seen parts of himself. 
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And so, though he never saw the world, he 
has seen bits of it : he sees bits of it every day. 
For the ground on which he walks is a bit of 
the world ; and so are the hills and the nice 
green fields. So now you understand ; and next 
time you see any little Georgie who wants to 
know about this, you can explain it for him. 

Nobody could see all the world, unless he 
could fly away to the moon, or to one of the 
stars, and then he could see it rolling in the air 
like a ball, only it would look much smaller than 
it really is, because it would be such a long way 
off. 

You look very small indeed, you know, when 
you are a long way off. I have seen a little 
child look no bigger than a fly, when he has 
been at the end of a long garden. 

But now somebody seems to be interrupting. 
I fancy I hear some little voice saying, * I have 
seen myself. I saw myself to-day in a great, 
tall looking-glass.* 

No, no, my dear child ; you did not see your- 
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self, for you were not in the glass, were you ? 
That was like a picture of you. It was not you; 
your own' self. 

And I am afraid we could never find a look- 
ing-glass big enough to show the world's picture; 
' Now, after all this talk, Tm sure you must 
want to know something about the world ; so I 
will just tell you what God has told me in the 
Bible. 

There are many poor people, far away from 
us, who do not know how there ever came to 
be a world at all. And we should never have 
known if we had not got this good Bible, which 
tells us that God made the world and every- 
thing on it. 

You can understand that it could not come 
by itself — that some one must have made it — - 
just as some one made that box and that chair ; 
and that some One who made the world is God. 

You never saw God ; but when you hear how 
He made this world, you will see how very 
great, and wise, and strong He must be. 
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Well, .there was this great big thing — for 
though I did call it our baby world, yet I dare 
say It was as big as it is now — there it was 
rolling about in the air — not at all of the shape 
that it is now, but more like an immense lump 
of mud, and, I think, of frozen mud. There 
was nothing growing on it, and nothing living 
upon it. It was all dark, too, and wrapped 
up in cold fogs and mists — a miserable, dreary 
sort of a world, and not at all pretty. 

However, there were no men then to care 
what it was like. But God has other creatures 
besides men. He has His bright holy angels, 
who are His messengers. And perhaps, as 
they were passing backwards and forwards, 
they wondered what this great, dark, dreary 
lump of earth was meant for. 

Ah ! God knew ; and by-and-by the angels 
knew too. 

I have sometimes seen little boys making 
all Sorts of messes out of mud ; and when 
they were done, they were of no use at all. 
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The boys did not know why they made 
them. 

But God knew very well what He meant to 
do with this huge lump of earth that was 
rolling about in the air. When the proper 
time was come He was going to make it into 
a beautiful home for men and women and little 
children. 

That proper time was just the very time 
when my story is to begin. The world was 
just going to be got ready for us. It was going 
to be made into the beautiful world that it is 
now. 

If any of you are taken to church, you always 
hear the minister say : * In six days God 
created the heaven and the earth.' But some 
little people go to church, and do not listen ; 
and perhaps you have never thought what he 
means. 

Well, listen to me now, and I will try and 
explain about it as well as I can ; and then 
you will see what a wonderful work it was. 
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want to make you think about it, and try to 
fancy that you could see it all done. 

You like to go for nice walks in the country. 
Perhaps you like to stand on the top of a hill, 
and look about you, all over the fields and 
woods, and see how the sun shines in one 
place, and how over another there is a cloud 
and a shadow. Well, now what do you sup- 
pose was the first thing which God did to 
change that great old mass of earth, that was 
all in the dark, into this beautiful sunny world, 
parts of which you like so much ? Can you 
guess ? 

Oh yes, of course ; first of all there must be 
some light. But then, how do you think it was 
to come — and such a great light, too, as would 
light up all that great dark world ? 

No one else could bring such a light ; but 
God could quite easily. He had only to say, 
* Let there be light,' and the light came ! 
What a delightful change ! None of you like 
the dark, I am sure. I do not suppose you 
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like being sent to fetch anything out of a dark 
room ; and when you are sent on such errands, 
I know that you feel very pleased if anyone 
' follows you with a candle. 

Just fancy, then, that all the whole world was 
in the dark, and that all at once streaks of light 
came to it in every direction, until it was all 
thrown into a bright light. That was a good 
work for the first day ; wasn't it } I am sure 
you would all have clapped your hands for joy ; 
but there were no little children there to see, 
and the world was not ready for them yet. 

What do you think happened next ? Why, 
on the second day God told all those horrid 
fogs and mists to get away off the earth ; and 
so they soon began to rise off the earth, and 
collected in masses up in the sky ; and that is 
how the clouds were made. 

The world could be seen then, when the 
light had come and^the fogs were gone ; but 
it could not yet have looked very comfortable. 
It was not fit to live in, because still it was 
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made up of land and water all mixed up to- 
gether. 

But a third happy day was coming, when 
God bid the ice to melt on the mountains, and 
run down in streams to the valleys ; and when 
He bid the water that was over the land to go 
right away down into the great deep basins which 
he had made to hold it — what a rushing and 
pouring of water there must have been at that 
time ! And when those immense basins were 
quite full, then God called them seas. 

Perhaps many of you have been at the sea- 
side, and heard the waves roar and dash on 
the shore. If so, you must try and fancy for 
yourselves what a roaring and dashing there 
must have been when all the seas in the world 
were filling. 

But still, when the earth was left dry, it was 
only a bare brown earth, and would not look 
very pretty. But God meant that the earth 
should be very bea utiful ; and so on the same 
third day green thing s began to be seen almost 

a — a 
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everywhere. What were those green things ? 
Guess ; now guess. What were they ? 

* Trees, oh trees !' cries somebody. Yes ; 
but not trees first. God made the little things 
first. He said : * Let the earth bring forth 
grass ;* and then the dull brown earth changed 
to a beautiful green ; * and herbs yielding seed/ 
and the plants began to come. And would 
not you have jumped for joy if you had 
been there to pick the first daisies and butter- 
cups, and cornflowers, and poppies, and roses, 
and honeysuckles, and to see the white and 
pink, and blue and yellow mixed up with 
the green grass, and making the world lovely ? 
And then the trees : they seem to have come 
last. And just think what a difference the great 
tall elms and poplars, and the noble oaks, and 
the dark firs and cedars, and all the flowering 
bushes and trees, too, must have made in the 
look of the whole world ! 

The great wonder is that there was no man to 
i^eeds into the ground at iirst ; but God just 
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made the plants and trees come. He said ' Let 
them come,' and they came. And then they 
had flowers and seeds ; and so we have plants 
and trees now. 
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It was not a dreary world any longer. It 
was a very beautiful world ; but still there was 
neither a man, nor a woman, nor a child to 
look at it — no, not even a cat or a dog I 
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You say, * What a pity !* and wish you had 
been there. Well, as I said just now, I really 
do think that some creatures were watching all 
these wonderful changes ; for the Bible says that 
when God laid the foundations of the world, 
and when all these beautiful things were made, 
then* all the Sons of God shouted for joy. 
Surely those Sons of God must have been the 
angels. They did not know yet, however, who 
this good world was for ; and I dare say they 
wondered very much. 

And do you know that all this while the 
sun had not shone upon it, nor the moon, nor 
had any stars showed themselves. 

On the fourth day they first appeared, and 
the sun shone out and warmed the world ; and 
that was another great change. 

But still there was not a sound of any living 
creature to be heard. It was all one great hush 
except for the roaring of the wind and the 
dashing of the waves upon the shores. God 

• Job xxxviii. 7. 
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had created it all, and now it was waiting — 
waiting to be used. I said He created it, and 
by that I mean that He made it all by His own 
power. You children have often seen your 
mother make your clothes. She first buys the 
stuff, and then she cuts it out and makes it up 
into frocks and jackets ; but if she could not 
buy the stuff, then what would she do ? You 
could not have your frocks and jackets. 

And you boys have perhaps watched the 
carpenter making a box. He gets some wood 
and then he makes his box ; but if he could 
not get any wood, he could not make any 
box. 

I dare say you have seen your mother or 
some one else make an apple pie. What does 
she do ? Why, first she puts out her board 
and her roller. Then she fetches flour, and 
butter, and lard, or dripping, and a jug of water. 
After that she makes these up into a paste, and 
covers the apples which she had cut up and 
put into a dish with this paste. But if she had 
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not been able to get any of the things, then you 
could not have had your apple pie. 

No ; because mother can only make some- 
thing up into something else. 

But I want you to understand that God is 
much greater than mother, because He can 
make things come when He wants them. He 
has only to say * Come,' and everything comes. 
So you see He could make this world, and all 
the things upon it ; we do not know how He 
did it ; only we know that He made both this 
world and the things of which He made it. And 
so He created it. That is the word you have 
to remember. 




CHAPTER II. 

HOW IT CAME TO BE FULL OF LIVING CREATURES. 

Now, I hope you have not forgotten my first 
story ; for to-day I am going to tell you the end 
of it. I have seen some of you making houses 
with wooden bricks, and you have seen men 
building all sorts of things ; but now you know 
that it was God who built this world, and a little 
about how He did it ; and you know what a 
mighty work it was. 

Well, when a house is built we expect people 
to live in it, and when a garden is made we 
expect people to walk in it. You know all that ; 
and now we have to see who this beautiful 
world had been got ready for. 

You guess, I dare say, that it was being made 
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for US, and you are right ; only, men and women 
and children were not the first living things put 
into it. No ; and the first living creatures were 
not to be on the earth either. 

The fishes were made before anything else. 
So the first live creatures came in the waters. 
On the fifth day the Spirit of God moved on the 
face of the waters, and then the fish came — the 
little fish and the big fish too, and the great 
whales. Suppose you had never seen a fish at 
all, and could have been there looking down 
into some clear stream without any living things 
in it ; and then, all at once, you saw it become 
full of fishes darting about and enjoying them- 
selves ; would not you have been pleased ? I 
am sure you would. 

And then, very soon some other creatures 
came — up in the air; and there was a great 
fluttering of wings, and a great sound of sing- 
ing ; for the — the — the what ? Oh yes, you 
know : the birds had come ! God had made 
them, too, as He made the fishes — all the 
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different sorts, the sparrows, and robins, and 
swallows ; and the pigeons, and the cocks and 
hens ; and the turkeys and pheasants, and the 
ducks, too, and the swans ; and lots of little tiny 
birds with lovely feathers, all blue, and green, 
and red, and gold ; ah ! and the parrots — we 
must not forget them ; and- then the eagles that 
soar so high, and the great ostriches that can 
walk so very fast ; and the proud peacocks 
with their fine tails, and many, many others, 
too many to tell you about now. 

God made all the things that fly after He 
made the fishes, on that same fifth day ; so I sup- 
pose He then made the bees and the butterflies 
too. And while the birds sang, the bees buzzed 
and hummed ; and thus the world, which was once 
so silent, began to ring with sound and song. 

For a while the fishes and birds had the 
world to themselves ; for there were then no 
fishermen to disturb the fishes, or naughty boys 
to go bird's nesting ; so they could all enjoy 
themselves as much as they liked. 
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But the Sixth day, the last of God's days of 
work, made the greatest change of all. For on 
that day four-legged creatures first appeared. 
Fishes have no legs ; birds have two ; but beasts 
have four, — haven't they ? Well, the beasts 
came on the sixth day. And fancy how sur- 
prised the birds must have been when they first 
heard the roar of the lions and tigers, and saw 
the tall giraffes, and the great big elephants, and 
the horses and asses, and the cows and sheep, 
and the cats and dogs, and the pigs, and rabbits 
and hares, and all the other four-legged things 
walking and racing and trampling about ! 

But something more wonderful still was soon 
coming — a creature who was a great deal better 
and wiser than any of them all. 

And that was a man. 

There was not a man in the whole world 
when the sixth day began ; but before it ended 
God had made the first man come. 

What was his name ? Ah ! some of you 
know. His name was Adam. God had made 
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all the animals out of the ground : and Adam 
was made of dust too ; and yet all the other 
creatures were to be for his use and pleasure. 

His body was made of dust, as I told you ; 
but God breathed something into his nostrils 
that made him alive, and that was his soul. 

You children have got bodies and souls, too. 
It is the bodies that you see running about, but 
you cannot see the souls in them. If you say, 
* I see Johnny,* you mean that you see his body. 
But what makes Johnny think, * I do hope it 
will be fine to-day, that we may go out and pick 
daisies to make daisy-chains of'.'^ Or what 
makes you think, * How I hope that mother 
will buy me a cake to-day* ? It is not your 
nose that thinks these things, or your hand or 
your foot. It is something in you which you 
cannot see, that thinks. That something makes 
you a living child, and it is called a soul. You 
know we talked about your minds before; 
and your minds are part of your souls. God 
breathed the first man's soul into him ; and He 
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breathed your souls into you. But Adam never 
was a little child like you. He never was a 
baby. God made him a man all at once — 3, 
man who could talk and understand. One day 
there was not a man on the earth, and the next 
day there was one ! 

Do you think that Adam was surprised when 
he found himself in the world walking about, 
and that he wondered who he was, and where 
he came from ? Perhaps he did at first ; but 
God soon told him. God told him a great 
many things ; and one thing that He told 
was what he was to eat. He said, * I have 
given you every green herb and the fruits of 
the trees for your food.* 

He had planted a most beautiful garden for 
him to live in ; and it was called the garden of 
Eden. This garden was full of all sorts of 
fruit trees; and you may be sure that Adam* 
enjoyed tasting all the different fruits, and 
walking about to look at the flowers very much 
indeed. 
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I do not suppose that he always stayed in 
the garden. Very likely he walked about out- 
side it a good deal, and watched the different 
birds and beasts and fishes. But still the 
Garden of Eden was his home : and I dare say 
that plenty of birds lived there, and sang in the 
trees, and that many beasts would come there 
too. 

A river ran through the garden, and after 
running a little way, the river divided itself into 
four other rivers ; so Adam could watch the 
fish in the rivers if he liked. But he did not 
think of fishing, or catching birds to kill, or of 
killing any of the animals, I am sure ; because 
God did not give him any of these to eat. 
God brought them all to him that he might 
give them their names. So you see Adam 
could talk at once, and think too ; for no one 
can give names to things without thinking : 
nor is it an easy thing to find a good name for 
anything. But Adam did find names that 
God approved. I think most likely he was a 



i 



32 THE WORLD BEFORE THE FLOOD. 

very clever man. The Bible does not tell us 
that ; but it does tell us that Adam was made in 
God's likeness, and that at first he was very 




good. So I suppose that he was a very fine 
noble sort of man indeed. 

But there was something that he wanted to 
make him quite happy : and that was a com- 
panion — some one to speak to. 
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Adam had looked at all the birds and 
animals ; and he found that he could not make 
a friend of* any of them. God knew that he 
could not. And so, when Adam had seen 
them all, then God created Eve, the first 
woman, and gave her to Adam to be his wife. 
A beautiful, clever and gentle woman Eve was 
too, we may be sure ; for God looked on her 
also and saw that she was very good. Oh, how 
glad Adam must have been to have such a nice 
friend and companion, and how many things he 
must have had to say to her, and to show her ! 
He would take her to see all the garden, and 
the river with the fish in it ; and then he would 
show her the flowers that he liked best ; and 
together they could watch the ways of the 
different animals, and say to each other how 
good the great God must be to give them such 
a beautiful place for their own. 

But what did they do for a house ? I used to 
wonder about that when I was a little child : 
but I cannot tell you even now. The garden of i 
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Eden was in a warm country, I think ; and 
perhaps it was summer time ; and I dare say 
there were some rocks in the garden with nice 
hollow places that would do for rooms, or they 
might make an arbour for themselves by twist- 
ing the boughs of the large-leaved trees to- 
gether. 

I dare say Adam had all sorts of plans in his 
head for making the Garden of Eden even 
more beautiful than it was at first ; and then 
he would say to Eve, * You can help me train 
this creeper, and sow these seeds, you know.* 
But I fancy that they had a great many things in 
their heads besides plans about the garden : 
for God had told them that they were to have 
many children : so they might be often wonder- 
ing what these children would be like, and 
when they would come, and how they should 
teach them, and where they should live, and 
all sorts of things. 

They could not be happy without plenty to 
do, and plenty to think about : so I am sure 
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that they had many nice plans ; and you all 
know how delightful it is to have a nice plan. 

God had told Adam that he was to be the 
master of all the animals ; so I dare say they 
soon began to think how they should use them. 
And then in those pleasant days God talked to 
Adam and Eve, and taught them many things ; 
so they were very happy people. 

But one thing I must not forget to tell 
you ; and that is, that when God had finished 
making all this world, and the fishes and the 
birds and the beasts and the insects, and last of 
all Adam and Eve, and had looked down from 
heaven and seen that everything was very 
good, then He rested. 

On the seventh day God rested ; and 
He blessed that seventh day, and made it a 
holy day. So, you know, when you learn 
the Fourth Commandment, it begins with 
* Remember the Sabbath Day,' which means 
the day of rest. And you know that people 
shut their shops up, and do not sell things ; and ^ 
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that carpenters and painters do not go to work 
on Sunday. 

They want their rest ; and we all want our 
rest. We cannot work all the week long with- 
out getting very tired. You little ones have not 
much work to do, you see ; but by-and-by, when 
you grow older and have to work hard at your 
lessons, then you will understand that you want 
Sunday too ; that you may be able to see your 
father more, and to have good talks with him, and 
to go to the House of God, and join with other 
people in praying to God and singing hymns. 
Even now you know how nice it is to have your 
mother not so busy, and your father at home, 
and to sit on his knee and hear him read to you 
or talk to you about all sorts of good things. 

You see that God knew that we should all 
want this seventh day for a day of rest ; and so 
He gave it to us from the very beginning of our 
world, and told us to keep it holy. And you 
must all remember that it is the nicest day in all 
the week. Do not forget, either, that other 
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people want their rest-day as much as you ; 
and many want it much more than you do ; so 
do not be tiresome or naughty ; and do not give 
any more trouble than you can help ; or else 
you will make a great deal of work, and spoil 
other people's Sundays for them. 



4 




CHAPTER III. 

A VERY SAD STORY. 

I TOLD you a story last time about two very 
happy people, whose names I hope you have 
not forgotten — Adam and Eve — and about the 
beautiful place in which they lived — the Garden 
of Eden. But now I have to tell you of a very, 
very sad change in them, and how it came about. 
People are never really happy, you know, 
unless they are good. God made Adam and 
Eve a good man and a good woman. When 
He created them, He gave them good hearts 
and good natures ; but they did not always keep 
good. They did something very wrong indeed — 
very wrong, for it was just what God had told 
them not to do. 
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And It was something that even little children 
can understand, because it was something about 
eating. 

I told you that God gave them the fruit of 
the trees, and the green herbs ; that is, what 
we call vegetables, such as potatoes, peas and 
beans, to eat ; and corn too, for that is a green 
herb ; and we make bread of corn. 

But there was just one tree of which they 
might not eat the fruit. Indeed, God said that 
they must not even touch this tree, and that if 
they did they should die. 

This tree had a very long name. It was called 
' The tree of the knowledge of good and evil.' 

It stood in the middle of the garden, and 
another tree stood beside it, called * The tree of 
life.' 

They might eat the fruit that grew on the 
tree of life as long as they were good, and did 
not touch the other which had such a long 
name ; but that other, if they had been wise 
people, they would never have gone near. 
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Well, we do not know how long they were 
wise, and obeyed God, because the Bible does 
not tell us. Perhaps it was a week ; perhaps it 
was a year ; perhaps it was a great many years. 
Perhaps they never would have touched that 
tree at all if they had been let alone. 

But they were not let alone ; for God had an 
enemy — some one who hated Him, and wanted 
to spoil all His work. 

You know I told you how we suppose that 
the holy angels watched while God was making 
this world so beautiful for men and women and 
little children to live in, and how they sang for 
joy. 

But while they were so glad, there was a 
wicked spirit who was not glad at all, but who 
was filled with spite and envy. 

God's Book says that one day a serpent spoke 
to Eve. Perhaps you have, some of you, seen 
a serpent and called it a snake. Well, the 
Bible says that this serpent was very subtle — 
that means sly. I think that all snakes are 
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cunning and sly ; but then they cannot talk. 
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And when I was a little girl I used to wonder 
how it was that Eve was not frightened when 
a serpent spoke to her. And I cannot tell you 
now how it was that she was not both surprised 
and frightened. Perhaps she had never seen a 
serpent before, and only thought what a beauti- 
ful creature he was, and what wonderful eyes he 
had got. Some people think that in those days 
the serpents were not like the snakes that we 
now see, and that they did not crawl about, but 
walked upright, and that some even had wings 
so that they could fly, like the one in the picture. 

You see, Eve had never been a little girl ; 
she had never grown up, for God had made her 
a woman at once. So, though she was a woman, 
she may have been only a week or a month old ; 
and perhaps this was the first serpent that had 
come into the Garden of Eden. 

But it was not the serpent that spoke after 
all : it was that wicked spirit, God's enemy, who 
is called the devil, who had got into that serpent, 
and talked to Eve ; and this was what he said : 
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' Did God say that you may not eat any oi 
this nice fruit that grows in the garden ?' 

* Oh yes !' Eve answered ; * we may eat any 
of the fruit, except what grows on that tree in 
the middle of the garden. If we eat that, or 
even touch it, God says we shall surely die/ 

And what do you think that bad serpent 
answered ? 

Why, he contradicted God ! 

You know how naughty it is of little children 
to contradict their fathers and mothers ; and, of 
course, it was much worse to contradict the 
great God who made us all. 

But this wicked serpent said, * You will not 
surely die. God knows that you won't. He 
knows that if you eat of this fruit you will be- 
come very wise ; and you will be like gods 
yourselves, and know all sorts of things.* 

Only think ! It was just like saying that God 
had told a lie 1 

Why, Eve ought to have run away. She 
ought to have called to Adam to come and turn 
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that bad, wicked thing out of the garden. For 
she knew how good, how kind God had been to 
her ; and she did not know anything at all about 
this wicked serpent. 

And yet she let him talk to her. She listened, 
and looked at the fruit, and she thought how 
nice it would be to be so clever and wise. She 
was quite cheated, quite deceived. So she put 
out her hand — not very quickly, I dare say, but 
slowly perhaps at first — and it got nearer and 
nearer. At last it touched the fruit, and then, 
I dare say, she thought, * Now I have touched, 
so I may as well taste.* 

The Bible says she took of the fruit and did 
eat. It does not tell us how long she was 
thinking about it before she took it ; but little 
boys and girls, who have done such wicked 
things, know how it is. First they look ; then 
they touch ; then they eat. 

Eve seems to have thought the fruit very 
nice ; for she picked some more and went and 
gave it to Adam', and got him to eat too. 
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Yes, Adam ate some too. He was not de- 
ceived. The serpent had not talked to him. 
He knew what he was doing. He knew that 
he was disobeying God, and yet he did it. 

* Why,' you say, * Adam seems to have been 
worse than Eve.' 

Perhaps, if we could have asked him why he 
did it, he would have told you, ' Because I loved 
my wife, and I thought that if she must die, I 
would rather die too ;' but, if he did think so, 
that would not have been any excuse ; would it ? 
For when God tells us not to do a thing, it is 
not right to be thinking what we should like to 
do, or what we should not like. 

All we have to think of is, how to obey God. 

We do not know how they felt as soon as 
they had eaten it. Perhaps they said to each 
other, * How good it was ; perhaps they said, 

* Why did not God let us have it before ?' 
Anyhow, I believe they soon began to feel very 
miserable, and most likely they soon began to 
quarrel, and each to say to the other, ' It was 
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all your fault ;' for people who have done wrong 
generally quarrel. 

They did not know until they ate that fruit 
what it was to do wrong ; but now they did. 
The eating of that fruit gave them a knowledge 
of evil. It was called, ' The tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil/ and eating had taught 
them Ayhat they did not know before — how to 
do evil. But knowing that did not make them 
feel happy : so you see that there are some 
things which it is better not to know. And 
when your mother says, * You must not ask 
me that/ then you should not worry and tease, 
but just believe that your mother knows best. 
You will see before I finish my story how very 
miserable Adam and Eve felt when they got to 
know how to do wrong. 

It was in the cool of the evening when they 
found out that God knew all about what they 
had been doing. They heard God calling, and 
ran away to hide among the trees. They were 
so frightened, I suppose, that they did not know 
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what to do : but it was not of the least use to 
run away. They could not run away from 
God, for God is everywhere. They could not 
see Him, yet he was in that woody part of the 
garden as much as anywhere else. He is in 
the air, in the water, on the ground, everywhere : 
and He sees and knows every single thing that 
we do, every word we speak, and every thought 
that we think. 

So when God called to Adam he had to 
answer ; and it all had to come out. And, do 
you know, I think that the answer which he 
gave just showed how he was altered. God 
asked him if he had eaten that fruit which He 
had bidden him not to eat, and instead of 
humbly saying * Yes,' he put all the blame on 
poor Eve, He said that she gave him of the 
fruit, and he ate it. 

And then Eve followed Adam's example, 
and when God asked ' What is this that thou 
hast done ?' she laid the blame on the serpent. 

God did not ask the serpent any questions, 

^ 
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but He told him that because he had done this 
bad thing, he was to be counted lower than all 
the beasts, and that he was to go crawling 
along as snakes do now, and to eat dust all his 
life. 

And he told Eve that she should have a great 
deal of sorrow and suffering, and Adam that he 
would have to work very hard all his days, be- 
cause the ground would be hard and full of weeds, 
and thorns and thistles — not at all like what 
it was before, and that at last he would have to 
die and go back into the dust out of which he 
had been made at first ; and of course, Eve had 
to die too ; so this is what came of their pride 
in wanting to be as great as God. 

Ah ! and this was not all ; for God said that 
now that they had eaten of that tree, they must 
not eat any more fruit of the Tree of Life, which 
stood beside it. So he turned them both out 
of that beautiful garden of Eden, and put an 
angel there with a flaming sword to prevent 
them from getting back. 
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Oh ! what two miserable creatures Adam 
and Eve must have been then ! They thought 
they were going to be so happy, and now they 
had to go — crying bitterly, I dare say — from 
the home which they had loved so much, and 
find another wherever they could. 

See what it is to do wrong ! See what it is 
to be disobedient, my little ones ! Eve thought 
perhaps that it was a little thing to take that 
fruit ; yet it was that one thing that brought 
all the sorrow and sickness into this world. 
It was just that one thing which I should think 
she never could leave off being sorry for to the 
end of her life. In one way they both died 
that very day ; though they did not die as 
people do when their bodies are put into the 
grave. I cannot explain this very well to you ; 
but I can tell you a little about it. We only 
really live when God is pleased with us. And 
God was very much displeased with Adam and 
Eve when they ate that fruit. Then their good 
nature died that day, and they got a bad nature 
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instead. Their bodies, too, instead of being 
always well, were apt to be sick and ill after 
that, and all that came on them for their sins 
they brought on us too. 

You cannot understand yet how what they 
did brought trouble on all of us ; but I will try 
to explain that another time, when I shall have 
to tell you more of what God said to them before 
they left the Garden of Eden. If I told you 
more now, you would not remember it perhaps. 

What I want you to recollect now is that this 
bad thing which they did is called sin. 




CHAPTER IV. 

HOPE KOR ADAM AND EVE. 

Poor Adam and Eve ! I think that you were 
sorry for them the other day, when we talked 
about their being turned out of the beautiful 
garden of Eden. It is very hard to leave any 
place that we love ; and they must have loved 
Eden very much. 

But there are two ways of being sorry when 
we have done wrong, and have had to suffer for 
it : and we do not know whether they were sorry 
in both ways or not. Do all little children know 
what I mean ? Perhaps some do, and some do 
not. So I will try and explain what I mean- 
Suppose that a little boy had been told not to 
climb up into an apple-tree, and not to steal any 
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of the apples, and that you were that little boy, 
and that you were naughty and did get into the 
tree, and then picked an apple and ate it ; and 
then you fell down from the tree and broke your 
leg and had to lie in bed for a long time, and 
suffer a great deal of pain until it got well, I dare 
say you would often wish then that you never 
had climbed that tree, because, if you had not 
done so, you would not have broken your leg. 

Well, perhaps if one little boy did such 
a thing as that, he would be sorry only be- 
cause he had broken his leg ; but another of 
you would be sorry for something else. He 
would have better feelings, and be often think- 
ing, ' Oh, what a bad boy I was ! My father 
knew much better than I did. He knew that 
I should very likely fall, and he did not want 
me to break my leg. It was only because he 
was so kind, and because he loved me that he 
said I must not go up that tree ; and of course I 
knew that it was stealing to take an apple if he 
said I must not. What a naughty, horrid boy 
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I was. Oh ! I wish I had not been so naughty ! 
I wonder whether my father will ever forgive 
me and love me again ?' And then that little 
boy would cry very much and perhaps begin 
to think about God, and wonder whether He 
would ever forgive him ; and then I hope he 
would ask Him to do so. He would say, * Oh 
God forgive me, and make me a good boy.* 

Now this last way of being sorry is the right 
way. To be sorry like that is to repent. 

We shall have to use that word often again 
and that is why I have stopped to explain it 
now ; so do not forget it. 

Well, as I said, we do not know whether 
Adam and Eve were only sorry because they 
did not like to be punished, or whether they 
were sorry because they had been so wicked, 
so disobedient to the good God their heavenly 
Father, because the Bible does not exactly tell 
us. Yet it does say a few things that make us 
hope that they were sorry in the best way — I 
mean, that they did really repent. 
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I must tell you now a little more of what 
happened, and how God showed them that He 
did not cast them off and say He would have 
no more to do with them. And first I must 
tell you that God gave them a promise. You 
know v/hat a promise is, and how it is generally 
about something bright and pleasant. Well, 
this promise, though I do not think they quite 
understood what it meant, gave them some- 
thing to hope for, and to think about, and to 
puzzle about, and to talk about. They could 
understand by it that though God had turned 
them out of Eden, yet He had not said, * I will 
not love you and be kind to you any more.' 
He had not said, * Go away out of my sight.* 
But what was the promise ? I must put it into 
easy words to make you little ones understand. 
God had told Eve that she should have a great 
many children. Now He said that one of her 
children should bruise, or crush, that wicked 
serpent's head. He said that they would never 
be friends, — the serpent and her child, — but 
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great enemies. No good person could love that 
wicked serpent, and the wicked serpent could 
not love any good person. There would be 
war, then, between this child and the serpent. 
The serpent would bruise the heel of the woman's 
son ; but then her son would crush his head, 
and so conquer him altogether. 

Adam and Eve knew it was a promise of 
something good for them ; and something 
which the serpent did not like, because at last 
he was to be trampled down and prevented from 
doing any more harm. They did not know 
when that child would come, nor what His 
name would be, nor how He would conquer the 
great enemy ; but the promise gave them hope. 

We know now how it meant that the Lord 
Jesus Christ should come to be our Saviour, 
and to conquer our great enemy by dying and 
rising again ; but Eve did not know all that ; 
she only knew that some day a Son should be 
born, who should, somehow or other, undo what 
the. serpent had done. 
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So, when her first son was born, she was 
very pleased, I think, and she called him Cain 
which means ' gotten ; for she said, ' I have 
gotten a man from the Lord ;* and I believe she 
thought at first that this son was the one who 
was to be the great Saviour. 

This son of hers was the first baby who was 
ever born. Eve had never seen a baby before ; 
and we may be sure that his mother thought 
him quite lovely. She looked at his eyes to see 
what colour they were, and admired his little 
hands and his little feet ; and very likely she 
said to Adam, * He is very much like you.' 

I dare say she was very proud of her little 
baby ; and, when she saw him grow taller and 
stronger every day, she must have been very 
pleased ; and no doubt she often wondered what 
he would be like when he was a man. 

Ah ! poor Eve : she was going to have a great 
disappointment, for this was not the Saviour at all, 
as you will see by-and-by ; and more than that, 
this first baby did not grow up to be a good m.an. 
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She had another boy^ after that, and called 
him Abel ; but neither of these two proved to 
be the great Son for whom she looked. Adam 
and Eve had many other children after that ; 
and no doubt they told the promise about the 
great Son to all of them ; and some of them, I 
dare say, thought a great deal about it ; but 
others only thought about how they could please 
themselves, and did not care anything about it 
at all. 

Perhaps God spoke again many times to 
Adam and Eve, and taught them how they 
could please Him now that they were turned 
out of Eden. We should like to know very 
much what He taught them — at least, I should — 
but God has not told us ; and so we must be con- 
tent not to know. 

But we know one thing which God did for 
them, even before their two first children were 
born ; and that one'' thing showed that God 
pitied them and loved them still. The Bible 
says that the Lord God made them coats of 
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skins. We do not know how, any more than 
we know how He made the world. 

They could not see God any more than we 
can see Him. The Bible says, * No man hath 
seen God at any time.' So they could not see 
how these coats were made ; but when they had 
them, and understood what they were for, then 
they must have felt as if God had almost for- 
given them for their wicked behaviour, and as 
if He were going to give them time to try to 
please Him better. 

But still they soon found that many troubles 
were coming on them, and that they were not 
to have the happy life which they had before 
they disobeyed God. 

Sometimes Adam would be disappointed 
because his corn would not grow, and would feel, 
as farmers often do now, that he had had all his 
trouble for nothing ; for the ground was very 
different, you know, after God had cursed it. 
Once, everything used to grow so beautifully ; 
but now the soil was hard, and thorns and 
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thistles grew so fast that he had great work to 
get rid of them. I can fancy that he often 
went home and told Eve that he had had a 
hard day's work, and was very tired. I dare- 
say, too, that Adam often had a headache, or a 
backache, and sometimes, perhaps, a bad fever ; 
none of which did he know anything about 
when he lived in Eden. And as for Eve, I 
daresay she was often ill, and that she had 
plenty of worries and cares with those boys of 
hers. 

If she had not had that promise to comfort 
her and to give her hope, I think she must very 
soon have died of fretting because it was all her 
own fault ; but yet I do not think that she 
did die young. I think that she lived to be a 
very old woman, and to see every day what a 
deal of harm she had done when she listened 
to the serpent and took that fruit. 

And now I want you to learn that it is not a 
little fault just to take a lump of sugar when 
mother has told you not to touch the sugar- 
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basin ; for see, Eve did something like that. 
She did just what God had told her not to do ; 
and that fault of hers, you must remember, was 
the first sin. 

When you go to church you will often hear 
that word ; and perhaps you never knew before 
what it meant. And now you must not think 
that it only means stealing. No ; it means any- 
thing wrong ; it means doing anything that God 
says we must not do. 

So, when you kneel down to say your prayers, 
when you go to bed, and say, * Pray, God, for- 
give me all that I have done wrong to-day,' it 
is the same as saying, ' Forgive me all my sins/ 




CHAPTER V. 



THE TWO FIRST BOYS. 



I KNOW that my little friends are guessing what 
my story to-day is going to be about. Of 
course, it is to be about those two first boys 
whom God gave to Adam and Eve. 

Yes ; . you are quite right. We began about 
them last time ; to-day we shall talk about 
them all the time. 

We must have their names first — I hope you 
have not forgotten them ? What were they ? 
' Cain and Abel/ you say ; and the answer is 
quite right. 

You recollect that Cain's mother seems to 
have been very glad to get him, her first boy, 
and that she said, ' I have gotten a man from 
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the Lord/ and that she called him -Cain, because 
that means gotten, or as you would say, got. 

Of course, Cain was not a man then : Eve 
meant that he was a boy, who would grow to 
be a man ; but I think that Cain often vexed 
Eve, for when his brother was born she called 
him Abel, the meaning of which is Vanity, and 
that seems to show how she had been disap- 
pointed before, and that she would not hope 
too much about his brother. 

It may have been that Cain was cross and 
sulky and disobedient, and that he often made 
his mother think that he was too much like 
their great enemy to give her any hope of his 
ever fighting against him and conquering him. 

Poor Eve! If she had neverdisobeyed God her- 
self, she would always have been a good woman ; 
and her children would have been born like her, 
with good hearts ; and they would always have 
pleased God, and pleased their father and 
mother too. And then how happy they would 
have made her ! What comforts and joys they 
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would have been to her I Then she would never 
have had to say : ' Cain, do as I bid you. 
Don*t be such a naughty boy !' 

But Cain was born with a heart inside him 
like what his mother s heart was after she had 
done that first wrong thing. It was a heart 
like your hearts, my little ones, with a great 
many bad thoughts in it ; and a great many 
naughty feelings. We hope that Eve fought 
and struggled against those bad feelings and 
those bad thoughts. We hope that she prayed 
to God, and was humble and thankful to Him 
for not killing her at once, and for giving her 
time to turn over a new leaf; but there is 
nothing to give us any hope that Cain ever 
fought against his bad feelings. He seems to 
have let the evil that was in him get stronger 
and stronger, till it gained the mastery over 
him. 

You look as if you did not know what I 
mean. Yet I am sure that many a little child 
can remember a time when he first felt a little 
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cross, and did not try to put that bad feeling 
away, but let himself get more and more cross 
until he got into a regular passion, and roared 
and screamed and stamped ; and then at last 
could not stop screaming, because passion had 
got to be his master ; and I think it was some- 
thing like that with Cain. 

But what about Abel ? Ah ! he was born 
with a bad heart too, just as Cain was. We 
are all born with bad hearts, like what Adam's 
and Eve's came to be after they took that fruit. 
Even tiny babies are passionate and obstinate 
sometimes, you know ; and they will have their 
own way, just like Eve when she took that 
fruit. And little children want to have their 
own ways ; and when they cannot, then some- 
times they fight and scratch and scream, and are 
very naughty, as you know. 

Before Adam and Eve did wrong, they did 
not have these bad thoughts and feelings, for 
God looked on them and saw that they were 
very good. But when they had once disobeyed 



THE TWO FIRST BOVS. 69 

God they were quite different ; and after that, 




the wicked devil who had taken the form of a ' 
serpent was often tempting them to do more 
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wrong things. They had listened once ; so he 
hoped they would listen again ; and he hopes 
that still about us ; and though you do not see 
him, he whispers and tries to make you all do 
things that are wrong too. 

So Abel had this bad nature in him ; but 
then he wanted to get rid of it. He loved God 
and trusted in him ; and when the devil tempted 
and the bad thoughts came, he said * No.' He 
tried to please God : and he did please Him. 

But Cain did not try ; and so he did not 
please Him. Indeed, I am sure that he must 
have been a great trouble to his mother, be- 
cause he was so jealous. 

So they grew up. And Cain became a 
gardener, and Abel a shepherd. You see they 
had their different tastes :. I mean that one liked 
one sort of work, and the other another sort. 
Cain took to what his father Adam did : for 
when Adam was put into the garden of Eden, 
* his work had been to dress it and to keep it. 
That was easy work then ; but after Adam ate 
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or quite grown-up men before each chose his 
work. 

Whether they were good friends or not, the 
Bible does not say ; but I dare say Abel tried 
to be kind, and that if Cain was proud and cross 
it would be very hard for him. 

At last there came a dreadful day. 

God's Book says that each of them had 
brought an offering to the Lord — that Cain 
brought some of his fruits, and Abel some of 
his best young lambs. 

In the old times the way in which people 
tried to show that they loved God was by 
bringing offerings to Him ; and I believe that 
God must have told them how to serve Him. 
We do not know whether He had told them 
exactly what they were to bring ; but when I 
shall have to tell you of offerings in other 
stories, you will see that they were generally 
of lambs, or kids, or calves. 

Well, God was pleased with Abel and with 
his offering ; and He was not pleased with Cain 
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and his offering. The Bible does not tell us 
how God showed that He liked one offering, 
and not the other. Perhaps He sent fire down 
from heaven to take away AbeFs, and nothing 
came down for Cain's. But, at any rate, Cain 
could see that God would not have what he 
had brought. And, when he saw that, he was 
very angry, and his face looked very cross. 

Then God spoke to him out of heaven, and 
asked him, ' Why are you angry i^* It was very 
good of God to speak to him, and to explain, as 
He did, that if he brought his offering in a 
proper way, He would be as pleased with it as 
He was with Abel's. But Cain was not thank- 
ful, and he was not humble. He went away in 
a jealous, bad humour, and talked with Abel. 

What they said to each other we do not know ; 
but we can easily fancy that Abel tried to per- 
suade Cain that he was wrong, and that then 
Cain grew very angry. 

They were both in the field together, and, I 
suppose, alone ; and as they were talking, Cain 
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rose up against his brother — his good brother 
Abel— and killed him ! 




THE DEATH OF ABEL, 



Was not that a horrible thing ? 
Cain was a murderer, and Eve was the 
mother of a murderer! Why, if Cain had lived 
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now, he would have been hanged ! But he was 
not hanged ; he was punished in a different way. 
I will tell you how. God soon called to him : 
' Where is Abel thy brother ?' 

And Cain answered, * I know not. Am I my 
brother's keeper ?' 

What an answer to give to God — to the great 
God who had made him ! 

Ah ! Cain might be insolent ; but God was 
strong; and He could easily make him know 
that. 

So God said, * What hast thou done ? The 
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from 
the ground.' And then He told him that for 
him the ground was spoilt. Cain, the gardener, 
might toil and work, but very little would come 
up. I dare say he had been very proud of his 
gardening ; and perhaps he had often told Abel 
that his own fruits, and vegetables, and flowers 
were worth ten times as much as Abel's lambs. 

And now God said that his ground was spoilt, 
and that it would be very little use for him to 
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work ; and, besides that, he was to be a fugi- 
tive — that is, he was to be always running away, 
and a wanderer without any quiet home. 

Then Cain was frightened. His proud heart 
was crushed ; and he said, ' My punishment is 
greater than I can bear.' He said, too, that 
everyone who found him would kill him. 

You see, -if Abel was a grown man, he may 
have had a good many children. Perhaps it 
was of them that Cain was afraid ; and Cain 
saw, too, that soon the world would be full of 
people ; and that so, all his life long, first one 
and then another would be pointing at him as 
the man who had killed his brother, and saying, 
* He is not fit to live ; he had better be killed.' 

But God said, * No ; Cain was not to be 
killed ;' and He put a mark on him to let 
people know that. 

It is a very terrible story ; is it not ? 

Even little ones like you can learn a great 
deal from it, though. You can learn what a 
dreadful thing it is to get into a pission, and to 
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be jealous. For you do not know what you 
may do if you get into passions. Perhaps Cain 
did not mean to kill his brother when he first 
began to talk to him in the field ; and yet in a 
little while Abel lay dead on the ground. 

And then his poor mother would come and 
look at him ; and she would cry and mourn, and 
Adam would mourn too ; while the worst of 
it was, that they both could not help thinking, 
' Oh if we had not taken that fruit, this never 
would have happened !* 

We do not know what they said to Cain ; but 
I daresay they said a good deal. Perhaps he 
did not stay to listen, but went right away at 
once, and so began his wandering life. 

Cain afterwards had children himself, and I am 
afraid that a good many of them took after their 
father, and that they quarrelled and fought very 
often. At least, I know that soon there were a 
great many wicked people in the world. 

We do not hear anything about AbeVs sons : 
so I suppose that he never had any ; but he 
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may have left some daughters behind him. 
The Bible does not tell us, so we cannot know. 
We do not even know how old he was when 
he was killed; but I think he was quite a 
grown-up man. I dare say he was his father's 
right hand and his mother's joy. Fathers 
call those sons their right hands who are 
always ready to help them ; and as Abel was a 
good man, we may be sure that he tried to help 
his father and mother. How terrible it must 
have been to them to lose him ; and to have 
only that wicked Cain left. 




CHAPTER VI. 



now THE WORLD GOT FULL OF PEOPLE. 



We do not know how many children Adam 
and Eve had altogether, for God only tells us 
the names of three. You know about two of 
them already, and how one was killed. 
Well, when Adam was a hundred and thirty 
years old God gave them Seth ; and Eve said 
that He had given him to her instead of Abel, 
whom Cain had killed. 

But they had other sons, and some daughters 
too : and Adam was a very old man when he 
died. How old do you think ? He was nine 
hundred and thirty years old ! 

You can hardly count up to a hundred ; but, 
6 
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suppose you begin, and stop a minute when 
you come to seventy. 

There ! now I am pretty sure that you know 
some one who has a dear grandmother who is 
seventy years old ; and you think she is very 
old indeed. Maybe you know some one even 
older — of eighty years old, or nearly ninety. 
How very old that person seems ! Yet Adam 
lived to be ten times as old as that man or 
woman of ninety, and rather more than ten 
times as old. 

Now, see ; Cain had a son, and his son had 
a son ; perhaps I hey had each of them a good 
many sons and daughters ; but the Bible only 
tells us the name of the eldest of each. We do 
not know whether Abel had any children, but 
we know that Seth had ; and I hope he was' a 
better man than Cain. 

Seth*s great-great-great' grandson was named 
Enoch ; and Enoch was a very good man. 
Seth was only about in the. middle of his 
life when Enoch was born ; so perhaps Seth 
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nursed Enoch when he was a baby, At any 
rate, he was living at the same time ; and as 
Seth had heard from Adam, I suppose, all about 
the garden of Eden, and how Cain killed Abel, 
he could tell Enoch all those stories — that is, if 
they lived in the same country. But the world 
was very wide and large then, as it is now, and 
perhaps Enoch's father may have gone to live 
far away from Seth. 

ft 

But suppose they did often see each other. 
Some of you know how nice it is to sit on grand- 
father's knee and to listen to the tales he has to 
tell you. Now, fancy that it was your grand- 
father's grandfather, and still that he did not 
seem to be a very old man. 

That will show you how very long people 
lived in those old, old times ; and you will 
understand that Adam would see all the world 
round about him get full of people before he 
died, while he could remember the time when 
there was only himself. But I am afraid that 
a great many of those people were very very 

6—2 
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wicked. I am afraid, as I said, that many of 
them took after their father Cain. 

But Enoch was not one of the wicked ones. 
He was one of the sons of Seth ; and the Bible 
says that Enoch walked with God. That does 
not mean that God walked about like a man, 
you know. Enoch could not see God, for no 
one ever has seen Him. But it just means that 
Enoch felt that God was his friend, and that 
God was good, and that the way in which He 
bid him live was the right way ; so every day 
he went about his work feeling that God was 
very near him. 

So he would not let wicked men lead him to 
do as they did. We may be sure that they 
tried to get him to do many wrong things, and 
to go in their company ; but Enoch would not 
listen. He listened to God's voice, and not to 
the words of the wicked people. And then, 
when they found that he would not do as they 
did, I dare say they were very unkind to good 
Enoch, and tried to make his life miserable. 
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Perhaps Enoch often felt lonely and unhappy 
when he thought that all the world was growing 
wicked ; but he did not have such a long life in 
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this world as many of the others ; only he used 
his time well while he was here ; for he tried 
all he could, I think, to make other men afraid 
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of displeasing God. He would say to them 
sometimes that the Lord would come one day 
with thousands of his holy ones to punish them 
for all the bad things that they were doing. 
But I do not think they listened, for the world 
got worse and worse, and at last God took 
Enoch out of it to be with Himself. 

Other people died, as God told Adam that 
he would when he was turned out of Eden ; 
but Enoch did not die. God just took him 
away, and then his enemies could not hurt him 
any more. 

Now shall I tell you a little about some of 
the other old people ? I think there were a 
great many clever ones among them ; for they 
soon found out how to do all sorts of 
things. 

Cain himself found out how to build a strong 
place in which he thought he would be safe ; 
and some of his sons and grandsons found out 
how to do other useful things. There was one 
named Jabal, who was the first man that 
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made a tent. Perhaps you do not know what 
a tent is .'^ Ah ! then I must tell you. 

If you were to go into the garden and ask 
the gardener to cut you some long sticks, and 
then plant them in the ground in a circle, or as 
you would say * in a round/ slantingly, not 
upright, but so that all should meet together at 
the top ; then get your mother to give you a 
piece of stuff to put all over them, cut, you 
know, so as to fit the sticks, then you would 
have a little tent big enough for a doll. People 
who take long journeys in countries where 
there are no railways or coaches, and no inns, 
use tents a great deal : because they are like 
houses that can easily be taken to pieces and 
as easily put together again. Travellers must 
rest at night and sleep somewhere, and often 
they sleep in tents. 

Well, remember Jabal was the man who 
first made one. He kept cattle, — cows, and 
sheep, and perhaps goats, — and I dare say he 
wandered about with his flocks of cattle, and 
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lived in a roaming kind of way. There are 
people who live so now ; and they roam about 
in a land which perhaps Jabal well knew, and are 
called Arabs. And Jabal had a brother named 
Jubal, who invented organs and harps, and 
found out how to play on them, without having 
a music-master ! 

Do you think they had knives and forks, and 
pokers and tongs, and hammers, and swords, in 
those days ? Some one must have found out 
how to make such things before they could 
have them, you see. Who was it ? His name 
was Tubal-Cain. Tubal-Cain dug in the 
ground, I suppose, and came to some iron, and 
perhaps found out that fire would melt iron, and 
that when it was melted it could be made into 
all sorts of things ; or he may have beaten it out 
into different shapes. And when he had found 
it out, then he made lots of useful things out of 
iron, and taught other people to make them too. 

Some of those old people were very tall, and 
big, and strong. They were giants. You 
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never saw such great big people ; but as they 
lived such a long time, I dare say they went 
on growing much longer than people do now. 
And thus they had plenty of time to learn and 
to find out things, you see. But yet all the 
people who lived so long were not giants ; and 
of course they were not all clever. Only those 
who were the cleverest found out how to do a 
great many things, and how to make many 
things, some of which, I dare say, we use now. 
It is nice to be clever, and it is nice to be 
strong ; but it is much better to be good. And 
neither strong nor clever people are always 
good. Sometimes they are very wicked. I 
am afraid that many of those people were 
wicked : and you will see why I fear that next 
time. 





CHAPTER VII. 



NOAH AND THE ARK. 



As people grow older they either get better or 
worse. 

Little childreti do not always get to be better 
children as they grow older — sometimes they 
become more and more troublesome, until at 
last there is no peace when they are in the 
house. And these old people, and these giants 
of whom I told you lately, did not all of them 
become better and better as they grew stronger 
and older, but they became more and more 
wicked, and more and more cruel. The Bible 
says that they did all sorts of dreadful things ; 
and that the world was full of violence. 

There were some good people in the world 
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for a time ; but they got fewer and fewer, and 
at last almost everybody was wicked ; and when 
God looked down on our earth He saw people 
fighting and killing each other, and He saw, too, 
that no one would listen to the one man who tried 
to persuade them to be better men and women. 

This man's name was Noah ; and I shall 
have a great deal to tell you about him. Good 
Enoch was gone. God had taken him away 
before his great-grandson, Noah, was born ; but 
most likely his father had often told Noah 
about him, and what a good man he had been. 

Noah's father was named Lamech. We do 
not know where he lived — I mean, we do not 
know the name of the country ; but we may be 
sure it was not either in England or in France. 
I think that most likely it was far away, in what 
we call * the east.' 

Lamech's father was very glad when Noah 
was born, for he thought that he would help to 
dig the ground which had become so hard and 
unfruitful since God had cursed it. 
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You do not know what we mean by that word 
that I have just used, so I must explain it. 

Did an old man ever put his hand on your 
head, and say, * Bless the lad * ? If so, that old 
man meant, * May God make you happy and 
good/ 

God blessed the ground when He put Adam 
into Eden ; and He made the flowers and 
vegetables and fruits to grow very easily, and 
to be very fine. But when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed Him, then God put a curse on the 
ground for Adam's sake instead of a blessing, 
and it was just the opposite to a blessing. 

Perhaps Lamech had only girls before Noah 
was born, and perhaps he was tired of working 
so hard on the unfruitful ground ; and if so, you 
see, he would of course be glad to have a good 
strong boy to help him. And he called his 
name Noah, which means Rest ; I suppose 
because he thought he would have some rest 
now that he had a good son to work for him. 
But he little thought then what a fampus man 
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Noah was to become. Noah was the second 
good man that we know about who had Seth 
for one of his many great grandfathers. 

Enoch was the other, you know — this Enoch, 
who was taken up to be with God without dying. 

We do not know of one good person among 
all Cain's sons and grandsons ; but we do know 
of these two among Seth's, and I think we may 
hope there were more. Perhaps Noah's old 
father, Lamech, was a good old man, and was 
troubled by all the wickedness that he saw, 
around him. If so, I think he must have taken 
a great deal of interest in the great work that 
God set Noah to do. 

What do you think that great work was ? 

It was to build an ark. 

Among your toys I dare say that some of 
you have a Noah's Ark ; but Noah's real ark 
was a great deal larger than your toy. 

As well as I can, I am going to tell you what 
it was like, and besides that, I must tell you 
what it was built for. ^ 

m 
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We must begin with that, indeed. 

I told you just now that there were a great 
many wicked people in the world ; but now I 
must tell you that they got worse and worse, 
until good people had no peace or comfort in it. 
There was nothing but fighting and quarrelling 
and killing each other everywhere ; and all 
sorts of wicked things were done. 

I suppose there were no good rulers to keep 
people in order, or to punish the wicked ones ; 
and no good laws, or policemen to take people 
up for doing wrong ; only some great wicked 
giants and rich old people, who did anything 
they liked ; and amongst them only just a very 
few who ever thought about God and doing 
right at all. And those few, we may be sure, 
the wicked ones worried, and tormented, and 
killed whenever they could. 

Do you recollect, how, when God made the 
world at first. He looked down on it, and on 
Adam and Eve, and saw that it was all very 
good and beautiful ? 
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Ah! but now, in Noah's time, He looked' 
down and saw everything changed. It was 
a good world no longer. It was a very bad 
world then, because it was full of wicked people. 

You would not have been happy little children 
if you had lived in those days ; you would have 
been very unhappy ones. Perhaps you would 
have been the children of wicked people, who 
would only have taught you bad things, and 
made you bad like themselves ; or if you were 
taught to try to please God, and did try to 
please Him, then you would have had plenty 
of enemies — that is, there AY^uld have been 
plenty of people who hated you, and who tried 
to do you harm in all sorts of ways. And 
often you would have been in a great fright, 
either because you had to hide from some strong 
person who wanted to do you harm, or else 
because you knew that your dear father or 
mother, or some one else whom you loved, was 
in danger of having some very cruel thing done 
to them. 

7 
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But God always knows what men and women 
are doing ; He always sees and hears every- 
thing, so He knew how dreadfully bad the 
world had got to be ; and at last He said that 
He would not let wicked people go on in this 
way, but that He would destroy them all, and 
sweep the eanth clean again by a great flood. 

Perhaps you do not know what a flood is. 
I do not suppose you do, unless you have been 
near one ; for there are floods still, every now 
and then, only not such great floods as this was. 

Sometimes a river gets too full of water, be- 
cause there has been a great deal of rain. The 
river gets higher and higher, and broader and 
broader : it flows along very fast, and at last 
the water spreads out over the fields, so that 
one field after another is under water ; and then 
the sheep and cows have to be taken away to 
some dry places ; and people cannot go over 
the fields until they get dry again. Sometimes 
these floods do a great deal of harm ; and if 
people are not careful they get drowned. 
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Most likely the wicked people had seen 
floods like that, and so when they were told of 
this great one that was coming, they only 
laughed and jeered, and said that they did not 
believe it, or that they could run away if it 
came. 

But there was one man who did believe it, 
and that was Noah. 

For Noah was a good man, and, like Enoch, 
he walked with God, and believed what God 
said. 

But still God did not send the flood directly 
He threatened it. He gave the people a long 
time in which they might have repented — that is, 
have been sorry for their bad ways, and have 
turned and done better. 

God told Noah to build the ark, that when 
the flood came he and all his family might go 
into it, and not be drowned with the wicked 
people; and Noah began to build a hundred 
and twenty years before the flood came. It 
was a great big thing that he had to build ; 
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and I dare say that he could not persuade 
many people to help him. 




Men and women, and little children, no doubt, 
went to look at him as he worked, and asked 
him what he was doing ; and then he often told 
them what God had said ; but they would not 
believe his words. They only mocked and 
made fun of him ; and, as years passed, I dare 



NOAH AND THE ARK. lOI 

say they often said, spitefully, * Well, and when 
is the flood coming ?* Most likely they called 
him all sorts of bad names, and said to each 
other that Noah was mad. 

Noah was growing old, too. He was five 
hundred years old before his three sons were 
born ; and it was a hundred years more before 
the ark was finished. 

As they grew up, I dare say they helped him ; 
and I do not think that they ever mocked him. 

Other people, I dare say, helped him when 
he paid them for working, and perhaps mocked 
him all the while when he could not hear. 

And now you want to know what sort of 
thing this ark was ; but you see I never saw 
even a proper picture of it, only such pictures 
as people have drawn out of their own heads. 

I suppose it was like an enormous ship with 
a roof to it: and perhaps it was. something like 
your toy Noah's arks. I do not think there 
were any masts or sails, as there are in other 
ships; for the Bible does not say anything 
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about such things. It was intended to swim on 
the top of the waters, but not to sail. And it 
was made of gopher wood, got from some sort 
of fir or cedar tree, a wood that has pitch in it. 
I dare say some of you have seen boats lying 
on the beach at the sea-side, and know that 
often the bottoms of them are covered with a 
sort of black stuff with a strong smell. That 
is pitch, which is got out of these trees, and 
God told Noah not only to make the ark of 
wood that has this sort of stuff in it, but also to 
cover all the inside and all the outside with pitch ; 
because pitch keeps the water out Inside 
there were three sets of rooms, one above 
another — three stories, as in many houses : and 
there was a door in the side of the ark, and a 
window, which some people think went all round 
the top just under the. roof. 

We do not know what the window was made 
of, because we do not know whether people 
had then found out the way to make glass. 
Of course they would want some light in the 
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ark ; so the window must have been made of 
something that would let the light through ; and 
yet it must have been something very strong, 
to stand the great storm that was coming. 

And now, what do you think all the rooms 
were for ? Well, they were not made because 
so many people were going to live in the 
ark. I dare say you know that only eight 
people went into it. There are only four men 
and four women belonging to your own Noah's 
arks ; are there ? But then you have besides — 
what ? — A great many birds and beasts, to be 
sure. 

Yes ; for when that dreadful flood came it 
would be sure to drown all the animals ; and 
even birds could not live in such a storm either 
unless they were shut up safely. 

So God told Noah to take two of every kind 
of beast and bird, and of some kinds seven, and 
get them into the ark when it was finished. 

The ark took a long time to build ; and I 
dare say it took some time to collect the 
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animals and birds ; but God taught Noah the 
right way to do everything, how to arrange 
the rooms and dens, and how to get all the 
creatures in. 

They would want lots of food, too ; and that 
had to be collected arid stored away. The ark 
must have been a very big place indeed ; and 
the walls must have been very thick and 
strong. I do not mean only the outside walls. 
The rooms needed strong walls, too, to keep 
the beasts safely in ; and I think that some of 
the walls must have been very thick to prevent 
Noah and his family from hearing too much of 
the noise of the beasts. 

In the new houses which people build nowa- 
days the walls are often very thin : but there 
are many old houses even in England in which 
the walls are very thick indeed ; and I dare 
say the old giants whom Noah had known, had 
built very large houses with very thick walls. 
Noah had plenty of time to think of all he 
would want, and to make the ark as good and 
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convenient a home as he possibly could. We 
may be sure that he took pains, and did his 
best. And what he could not know by him- 
self God taught him. He could not have 
known exactly the size that he would want it 
to be until he had got all the animals together, 
you see ; and so God told him that at the very 
first. 

All the hundred and twenty years that the 
ark was in building, I believe that Noah went 
on trying to persuade his relations, and every 
one whom he knew, that the flood was certainly 
coming, and some of them may have believed 
who died before it came. We have talked 
about his old father Lamech : well, if he was a 
good old man, he must have taken great 
interest in all the preparations ; and expected 
to go in along with his family ; but Lamech 
seems to have died about five years before the 
flood. Perhaps God took him away from the 
evil to come. 

Then there was Methusaleh, the grandfather 

i 
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of Noah, and the man who lived longer than 
any one else. He was nine hundred and sixty- 
nine years old when he died ; and I think that 
was in the very year when the flood came. We 
do not know whether he was a good or a bad 
man. If he was a bad man he must have been 
very bad indeed ; because people always get 
better and better or worse and worse. He 
may have died before the flood came, or he 
may have been drowned in it. We do not 
know, because the Bible does not say. Perhaps 
he was one of the giants. 

But the earth was full of violence ; and it 
had got too bad to be endured. God would 
not have His earth covered with such wicked 
people ; so after giving them all this hundred and 
twenty years in which to repent, the flood was 
sent to sweep the wicked away, as I shall tell 
you. 

At last that great ark was finished ; and the 
time that had been given to all the wicked 
people to change their ways and turn to God 
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was ended. By that time it seems that Noah 
and his family were the only people left in the 
world who believed that that ark would ever be 
wanted. The wicked said to God, ' Depart 
from us.' They scoffed and mocked, and said, 
' What can the Almighty do ?' They ate and 
drank, and made great feasts up to the very 
last. 

Even when the day came on which God told 
Noah to take his wife, and his three sons, and 
their three wives, and all the beasts and birds, 
and go in, the rest of the people, we are sure, 
only mocked, and I dare say told him that he 
had lost his senses. 

It must have been a great business, that 
going into the ark. You can arrange all your 
animals just as if they were going in ; but then 
they cannot walk ; they cannot be tiresome and 
try to go every way but the right ; they 
cannot go too fast or too slowly, and they cannot 
go in at all unless you lift them. But now, 
think of this great procession, how some were 
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led, some carried, and some driven. How glad 
Noah and his sons must have been when all 
were in ; especially if a good many neighbours 
were standing by and making game of them, 
as we may be certain they were. 

* Look at the sky ! Why, there is not a cloud 
to be seen !' some people said, I dare say, if it 
were a fine day, as perhaps it was, when Noah 
and his family went into the ark. 

Noah must have been glad to get away from 
all that jeering ; and yet his heart must have 
ached for some whom he was leaving to die. I 
am sure he must have trembled as he stepped in 
— perhaps last of all — for it was a terrible thing 
that was going to happen. He had never seen 
such a thing before ; but yet he believed that it 
was coming, because God had told him so, 




CHAPTER VIII. 

THE GREAT FLOOD. 

I HAVE not yet told you what the names of 
Noah's three sons were ; so I will tell you them 
now. 

They were called Shem, Ham, and Japheth, 
you must not forget those names ; so say them 
over and over again. The two first are easy 
enough, but Japheth is not so easy for you ; yet 
still you must be sure to remember his name, 
because we believe that he was a sort of great 
grandfather to us English people. 

It was just a week after they all went in that 
the great storm began, and the rain began to 
fall. They had just time to get settled into the 
ark, which was to be their home for a whole 
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year ; and I dare say that the people outside 
were still mocking and shouting when it began 
to pour. 

As for Noah and his family, very likely they 
stood waiting and trembling till they should see 
what would happen. Until the rain came their 
enemies might go on shouting and laughing ; 
but when the storm broke over them, and the 
rain came rattling down, they would at least be 
obliged to go home. They knew not till the flood 
actually came because they would not believe. 

I dare say that at first the boldest of them 
thought it would soon be over^ while the more 
timid would begin to be frightened. But the 
next day, and the next, the storm went on, and 
in low places the water began to lie. Then 
perhaps a few would creep up to the ark and 
beg to be taken in. But I do not know 
whether Noah could hear them — the rain may 
have made too much noise. At any rate, God 
had shut that door, and Noah could not let any- 
one in. It was too late. 



k 



THE GREAT FLOOD. II5 

The rain went on, and people began to go up 
to their highest rooms, and into the trees ; but 
the waters came after them, and drowned them. 
As for the ark, the waters bore it up. It was 
lifted off the ground and floated on the waters. 
All inside were quite safe ; but outside the 
danger was fearful. 

The seas, too, were rough and boisterous, 
and in a little while they came right over the 
land. So this rain went on for nearly six 
weeks. At last people were drowning every 
day, and beasts were drowning, and birds too. 
Some who could walk well, I dare say, went off 
up the mountains ; but that only saved them 
for a little whih : and oh ! how many must 
have wished then that they. were in that ark 
which they had so often made fun of. 

The waters rose, and rose, and rose, until no 
mountains could be seen. Then every sound 
was hushed but those made by the wind and 
the water, for every living creature was dead, 
and there was nothing but water everywhere. 
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I dare say the rain made the window too 
steamy for Noah to see much how it all 
happened ; but he felt that his ark still floated 
on, and that all those inside — all those eight 
people, were quite safe. They knew and 
must have felt that God was taking care of 
them ; while the wicked outside, who used to 
think themselves so strong, had been made to 
feel how weak they were when God put out 
His strength. 

There are many many wicked things done on 
our earth now, many more than any of us 
know. And there are still some countries so 
full of violence, that we often wonder how long 
God Will have patience ; but then this violence 
was all over the world. All the world, except 
Noah and his family, had set themselves against 
God, and given themselves up to be wicked. 
We can never know how much Noah had 
suffered from them during all those six hundred 
years of his life ; for he was six hundred years 
old when he went into the ark. But now, 
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when the flood came, he must have been glad 
that he had not gone with the wicked to do evil. 

And what about the little children and the 
tiny babies who could not tell right from wrong ? 
Ah ! God knew that it was much better that 
they should die young, than that they should 
grow up to be wicked like their parents. Little 
babies sometimes die now, you know ; but when 
they do, we always feel sure that God has taken 
them to a better home, with Himself, above ; 
so we need not fret about those little babies 
who died in the great flood. But I must go on 
with my story. 

When the rain stopped, still the water did not 
sink for a long time. It was like one great sea. 

At last it began to go down little by little, 
until Noah could feel that the ark had 
grounded — I mean that the bottom had touched 
the solid ground. 

We do not know when people first learnt to 
write; but, if Noah could write, I think he 
would put down on paper such a thing as this ; 
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and, for my part, I believe he did write all 
about it. 

Well, once more he and his rested on the 
firm earth — where, probably he did not know ; 
but afterwards they found that it was on a 
mountain called Ararat. 

It was some time after that when Noah ven- 
tured to open the window, and to let out — not 
a robin, or a lark, or a canary, for they would 
have wanted trees to rest on ; no ; he sent 
out a wilder bird — one that likes to feed on 
flesh — a raven. And this raven went to and fro, 
that is, here and there, looking for its prey, and 
sometimes perhaps it flew near to the ark again ; 
but it did not come back into it. 

I dare say all the family watched it from the 
window, and saw it feeding on some creature 
that had been drowned ; and soon Noah sent 
out a dove after it ; but the poor little dove 
could not find any place to rest on, so she soon 
went back to the ark ; and Noah put out his 
hand and pulled her in again. 
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Then he waited a week, and sent her out 
again ; and she flew about for a little while, 
and came back in the evening with an olive- 
leaf in her beak. So that made Noah know 




that at last the trees, somewhere, were getting 
their tops above the water ; and all the people 
in the ark must have been very pleased to 
see it. 
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. One more week Noah waited, and then a 
third time he sent the dove out ; and this time 
she did not come back any more, because she 
found plenty of trees to stay and rest on. 

At last, just a year after they went in, Noah 
removed the covering of the ark, and he looked 
all around, and saw that the ground was dry. 
He did not go out until God gave him leave ; 
but he waited ; and soon God told him that he 
might go out and walk once more on the firm, 
solid earth, as he used to do, and that all his 
family were to come out too, and all the birds 
and beasts. 

How very glad they must have been to get 
out ; but it was a different sort of world on to* 
which they stepped from what it had been when 
they went in ; and I dare say that the ark had 
drifted away to a different country. 

How strange it must have felt to walk about 
a world in which there were no voices to be 
heard except their own ! Before I suppose 
they had often lived in fear of being murdered 
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because they would not join with the wicked to 
do evil. And then they were constantly being 
shocked by the sound of wicked words. But 
now there was no one to be afraid of, for they 
were in an empty world. 

You think it must have been covered with 
dead people and dead animals; but perhaps 
not — perhaps, when the sea went back into its 
proper place, it carried away most of the dead 
bodies with it. 

And all the houses and all the buildings — 
what became of them ? We do hot know, for 
the Bible does not tell us. Perhaps there 
might be some ruins left ; perhaps the sea 
washed them all away. At any rate, the world 
seemed to have to begin all over again. The 
old people and the old things were all gone ; 
and Noah and his family had to begin every- 
thing afresh. 

And what do you think was the first thing 
that Noah did ? What ? Now try and 
guess. 
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* I suppose he went to see if he could find 
his old house !* Ah ! who says that ? I do 
not think so at all. And some other little 
person thinks that he went for a walk. Well, 
perhaps he did, soon ; but something else he 
did ; arid I think he did it first of all. Noah 
thanked God for having saved him and his 
family through all that terrible flood. 

I know he did that ; and shall I tell you how 
he did it ? 

Very likely he said some words of thanks ; 
but we do not know about that. 

Noah had another way, though, of thanking 
God ; and it was a way like Abel's. He built 
an altar — ^got some big stones very likely, and 
built them all up into a great heap. And then 
he took some of his nicest animals, and some 
of his nicest birds, and gave them to the 
Lord. 

He killed them, you know ; but not to eat. 
They were to be the Lord's, and when they 
were killed, then Noah burnt them. 
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This was Noah*s way of serving God, and of 
thanking Him, as it had been Abel's. It is 
very likely that it had been the way of all good 
people, and that God had told them to serve 
Him so. And God was pleased with Noah's 
offering, as He had been with AbeFs. God is 
always pleased with people who do as He tells 
them to do, no matter whether they are grown 
people or only little children. 

Would you not have liked to see all those 
beasts and birds come out of the ark ? How 
pleased they must have been, to be sure ! 
There were a great many more, I dare say, 
than went in to the ark, because a great many 
little animals must have been born while they 
were shut up there, and a great many birds 
must have laid eggs and hatched them, I fancy. 
For God meant the earth to be very soon full 
of living creatures again, so you can fancy how 
the lion and the lioness led out a family ot 
cubs, and that the tiger and tigress did the 
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same ; and I dare say that Noah let them all 
run away as fast as they liked to the nearest 
forest ; and perhaps the elephants and tall 
giraffes followed their example. 

Then there were the horses. Perhaps he 
found them too useful to let them go right 
away : but still I am sure he let them have 
plenty of runs and plenty of rolls on the 
ground. 

As for the sheep and cows, he had taken 
in more of them than of the lions ; and he may 
have had quite a nice little flock to lead out. 
I dare say the cats had some dear little kittens, 
and the dogs some dear little puppies. And 
there would be young deer too, and little kids. 
It must have been a joyful time for them all. 
What a bounding and racing and gambolling 
there must have been ! 

And then the birds. How glad the great 
eagles, and the little larks and swallows must 
have been to soar away into the skies ; and 
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how delighted the hen and chickens must have 
been to get out again and run about ! But I 
dare say Noah took care not to lose them. 

But there were creeping things in the ark, 
too, snakes, and lizards and other creatures 
that he would be glad enough to get rid of. 

It was when these were all out that he built 
his altar, and offered his burnt offerings. And 
when he had done that the Lord said some 
very comforting things to him, and He gave him 
some good promises. Shall I tell you what 
they were ? 

First, God said that He would not any more 
curse the ground because men were wicked ; 
and next He said that there should never be 
such a flood as that again — a flood that would 
drown all the world. As long as this earth 
lasts, God said there would be seed time and 
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night. And He made a 
rainbow to come in the sky, to be a sign that 
He had given that promise that He would not 
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drown the world again. So w^hen you see a 
rainbow, little ones, think of that, and do not 
forget what it means. 

God gave us this good Noah, you see, to be 
a sort of second father to everybody. Adam 
was the first father of all the world ; but now 
the world was to begin over again, and try to 
be a better world than it was before, and Noah 
was its second father. And God told him some 
things which I do not think He told to the 
people before the Flood. For one thing He 
told him that He gave them animals to eat, as 
well as things that grow in the ground ; so now 
we eat meat. 

And then God told them what to do to stop 
the killing and murdering that used to go on 
before. For if anyone killed a man or woman 
he was to be killed himself. Cain was not 
hanged for killing Abel, but now murderers 
were to be put to death. 

I must finish about Noah by telling you that 
he lived three hundred and fifty years after that. 
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He was nearly a thousand years old before he 
died, and before then the earth was getting to 
be full of people again. 

For Noah's three sons had children ; and 
their children had children, and so, in time, 
there came to be villages, and towns, and cities 
in the world again. 

We must hope that they all honoured old 
Noah very much, and that a great many of them 
would often come round him to hear him tell 
about the old, old times ; and especially about 
the things that God had said to him. Before 
people had many books, this was the way in 
which the old people taught the young ones ; 
and I suppose there never was a time when 
children were not fond of stories. 

Somehow or other the story of this great 
Flood, or Deluge, as it is often called, has gone 
pretty nearly all over the world, and many people 
seem to know a good deal about it, who do not 
know God's Book, the Bible. I suppose this 
is because the story has been told by so many 
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fathers to their children, and so passed on from 
one country to another. But still only those 
who have the Bible have got the true story 
of it. 



THE END. 
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